Legal liability with psychotropic drug use: extrapyramidal syndromes and tardive dyskinesia.
The use of medication has become essential to the practice of modern psychiatry. Despite the enormous benefits associated with the administration of psychotropics, these drugs also carry the risk of significant adverse reactions. The legal implications of side effects of antipsychotic agents are explored. The particular focus is on the potentially serious liability confronting the psychiatrist whose patient develops delayed neuromuscular complications. Whenever neuroleptic medication is used, it is crucial for all psychiatrists to be cognizant of the need to obtain voluntary informed consent in the context of clinically appropriate treatment.